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Quote from Eikadistes

I deleted my LinkedIn account a few weeks ago.

I want to add into this thread as an aside that I have tremendous respect for the effort that
Eikadistes has put into Epicurean philosophy over the years. Not only that, but he's younger
than most of the rest of us here and he's having to live through more of the stresses than most
of us.

Not referring to him specifically but in general -- for how many years now have people been
patronized with "learn to code" as the answer to economic changes?

And now where are we? Coders being laid off in every direction, all at the same time that the
competition in some parts of the intelligence-driven job market is greater than ever.

Not just those of us who are older, but to whom and to what can younger people look to to help
navigate these issues?

I think Epicurus had uniquely valuable insight into what really matters and how to attack
ultimate issues.

I can reduce a lot of the frustration I have with Epicurean writing over the last 100 or so years
to the observation that it seems people want to encourage everyone to believe that Epicurus
advised "checking out" from society.

I think Epicurean philosophy calls us to "check in" and grapple with problems with everything
we've got. Not because we want unlimited wealth or power or fame or momentary physical
stimulation, but because this world and this life is all we have, and we have to use it in the best
possible way while we can. And that doesn't mean giving in to Platonic idealism or Kantian
models based on categorical imperatives or any other kind of ivory-tower logic-based
reasoning.

AI hasn't been the cause of these problems. It's the uses to which AI is being put that are
ramping them up. If we allow Platonic idealism and its related culprits to dominate the us of AI
(or any other technology) then we're just going to get driven deeper into obscurity. Look what
the anti-Epicurean world has done over the last 2000 years with just the more primitive tools of
psychological manipulation they had available to them. If they are allowed to dominate AI and
use it for the advancement of Idealism then much worse is yet to come, and that can't be
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allowed to happen unchallenged.
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