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Quote from Cassius

Suppose a human in 1965 who is creative but not a musician decides that he can use AI
to produce a song that is as beautiful and catchy as anything produced by the Beatles,
and also specifically brings to the listeners' attention genuine Epicurean arguments as
to no life after death and no supernatural gods. It would make Epicurus's name and
genuine teaching as famous as any name used as the title of any famous love song.

Your scenario is still just positing an imitation of a Beatles song, and the "musician" didn't
create it. The algorithm did, admittedly using a training data set of Epicurean texts, I suppose.
Is it really Epicurus' "genuine teaching" if it's an algorithmic summary? We've seen that gone
awry in tests on this forum.

Quote from Cassius

if I could "change the world" overnight and bring consciousness of Epicurean ideas to
millions of real humans at essentially no cost."

Could you really change the world overnight? That seems like AI hype and hyperbole. Again,
what does the AI tool bring that seeking out a partnership with an actual musician and working
with them to write a catchy song doesn't? Is it harder and more expensive to work with a
human being and working on rhymes and rhythms with them than plugging in a prompt to
ChatGPT? Of course! But the end is a human creative work with REAL meaning and
intentionality behind the words. If you want a song, work to create a song.

There IS a real cost to using AI: socially, creatively, economically, environmentally. "At
essentially no cost" is a figment of the collective imagination surrounding AI. I'm curious if you'd
be as enthusiastic about generative AI if everyone had to pay what it actually cost to run the
queries and prompts. It would not be cheap, and right now the hyperscalers and generative AI
companies subsidize the technology to shoehorn it into everything. They want to get people
hooked, like a drug dealer giving the first hit or two for free.
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