Revisiting Issues of The Use of Al in Epicurean
Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of April 1, 2026 at 9:49 AM

Another specific hypothetical:

Suppose a human in 1965 who is creative but not a musician decides that he can use Al to
produce a song that is as beautiful and catchy as anything produced by the Beatles, and also
specifically brings to the listeners' attention genuine Epicurean arguments as to no life after
death and no supernatural gods. It would make Epicurus's name and genuine teaching as
famous as any name used as the title of any famous love song.

Now someone is likely going to say "that's not possible" (our Experience machine PD10
argument again) but i am simply going to disagree firmly. If it's not already possible, it's going
to be possible soon.

Would a Lucretius or a Diogenes of Oinoanda or a Philodemus say "No, I'm not going to do that,
because Al makes me very uneasy. It doesn't matter if | could "change the world" overnight and
bring consciousness of Epicurean ideas to millions of real humans at essentially no cost."

I'm sure there are some who would say "Yes that's exactly what they would say - they'd refuse
to do it."

And my response to that is that | would diplomatically but firmly disagree.

As in my earlier comments as to the Industrial Revolution, i think the arguments we're
concerned about now are already becoming obsolete in younger generations, and the specific
concerns we have are going to die with us.

Younger people are already being acclimated to the idea that no image or video or document
can be trusted at face value, because it may be Al generated.

That's not entirely a bad thing and it may not be a bad thing at all. We've always had illusions
to deal with as Lucretius discusses in Book 4. And much of what we've been taught over the
last 2000 years is fraudulent as well. It's probably long past time to take anything or anyone at
face value. We should always test whether an assertion is in fact really true, and what
implications will arise if it is in fact believed versus those if it is not.
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