Use Of The Term "Metaphysics" In Discussing
Epicurus

Post by “Julia” of March 31, 2026 at 8:22 AM

The introduction of Warren's Cambridge Companion On Epicureanism says its chapters entitled
"Epicurean atomism", "Cosmology and meteorology", "Psychology", and "Action and
responsibility" are the ones which discuss "the major subject areas" of "physics and
metaphysics".

| suppose "metaphysics" really does need an obligate qualifier, such as "esoteric metaphysics",
"Platonic metaphysics", ... in the same way as one wouldn't write in a vacation postcard "Dear
friends, we landed safely. There is weather." Instead, weather is one of those words, which
always need further qualification, too.
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