"And With These We Especially Do Battle, And
Rebuke Them, As Well As Hating Them For A
Disposition Which Follows Their Disordered
Congenital Nature...."

Post by “Cassius” of March 26, 2026 at 11:03 AM

The following is a quotation translated by David Sedley from Epicurus' On Nature 34.21-2. It
comes from Sedley's discussion of "Downward Causation” in how the mind itself can influence
the atoms. There are numerous implications that can be drawn from it but to my observation
it's not a well-known quote so | therefore give this its own thread. The clip comes from Sedley's
"Epicurean Anti-Reductionism" page 319.

I have discussed this texy elsewhere ™, but for the sake
of clarity T must briefly repeat the gist of my earlier inter-
pretation.  Epicurus is apparently discussing those animals
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=xert an influence on their atoms ¥ {1819},
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