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I see evidence that Epicurean teachings are far more widespread than many think it to be.
Epicurus' name is not attached to the actions and beliefs of people, especially in western,
educated, Industrialized, rich, democracies (WEIRD). Just listen to any marketing of medical
providers and pharmaceuticals, and you hear reduction of pain and suffering as a goal that can
be achieved. The same for psychiatric and counseling practices. There's no grin and bear it
there. Listen to mindful presentations and note they teach recognizing the good in yourself and
others. There's no demand to achieve certain virtues. Heck, I'll bet money that even preachers
forced to preach to dwindling numbers of congregations emphasize compassion and
understanding rather than be good and guarantee heaven or face hell. I think the world will
give up more classical stoicism and absolutism in practice. By the way, they don't know the
basis of those in the ancient Greeks. I see Epicurean beliefs as unstoppable. Without the cudgel
of fear of damnation or afterlife, Epicurean thought can't compete head to head with major
religions. It carries no threat of irredeemable error for denial of the faith. For that reason, it will
continue to grow, slowly, beyond our lifetimes and even then, it can only be expected to be a
large influence rather than a monolithic belief system.
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