Tim O'Keefe -- Ouch!

Post by “Cassius” of March 11, 2026 at 8:07 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

And, a big challenge is updating the philosophy to make it compatible for modern
thinkers (and science).

"Modern thinkers" are in many cases the problem, not the solution, and you can't make
opposites compatible. It would be more accurate to say that it is desirable to use new methods
and technologies to explain to such "modern thinkers" as are open to the discussion the
superiority of the Epicurean viewpoint.

Quote from Kalosyni

mainly the refusal to see how making contracts for peace between countries is the only
avenue of peace

That's not the "only" avenue for peace. When people refuse to agree, they can fight and in
some cases successfully eliminate the other side. It doesn't help the situation to imagine
otherwise - thinking this only makes it more likely that it is YOUR side that is going to
eliminated. That's why Epicurus regularly says that all means necessary to preserve your safety
are a natural good, and that some people can and do refuse to enter agreements of mutual
safety.

Quote from Kalosyni

So Epicurean philosophy which holds that gods/God is not interactive with the world or
listening to prayers may appeal to some, but not appeal to others.

That is a fact that always has proven to be the case, and likely will continue to prove to be the
case. And therefore those who think as we do have to take all appropriate steps to make sure
that we are not eliminated. We've come far too close to exactly that result over the last 2000
years.
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