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Regarding a lack of followers, as well as eclecticism...we are really just getting started with
unpacking the system presented by Epicurus, based on the extant remains. And, a big
challenge is updating the philosophy to make it compatible for modern thinkers (and science).
There are many aspects of Epicurean philosophy that are greatly needed in our modern times.
Religion has caused numerous problems for the world, and may end up causing the downfall of
civilization, because of its harmful aspects -- mainly the refusal to see how making contracts for
peace between countries is the only avenue of peace (but since they all are looking forward to
something better in heaven then they give up on "Project Earth"). Also, the idea that God
causes tests/trials of suffering so that people can "grow" (found in both Christianity and Islam) -
this is harmful because it justifies causing suffering to others, since God himself causes
suffering. The problem though, is that there is something about civilization that is struggling to
"get past God". So Epicurean philosophy which holds that gods/God is not interactive with the
world or listening to prayers may appeal to some, but not appeal to others.

And about eclecticism, I think it would be good to take a look at what people feel is missing in
Epicureanism, and what they are looking for when seeking out "eclecticism" - in other
words...Making a list of what of modern concerns (both psychological and philosophical) does
Epicureanism cover, and what does it not cover.
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