Circumstantial (Indirect) and Direct Evidence /
Dogmatism vs Skepticism

Post by “Kalosyni” of March 8, 2026 at 7:08 PM

It seems that PD 24 could have some relevance to the discussion here, and there are are a
number of posts exploring the canon, etc, over in the thread linked below.

PD24 "If you reject any single sensation, and fail to distinguish between the conclusion of
opinion, as to the appearance awaiting confirmation, and that which is actually given by the
sensation or feeling, or each intuitive apprehension of the mind, you will confound all other
sensations, as well, with the same groundless opinion, so that you will reject every standard of
judgment. And if among the mental images created by your opinion you affirm both that which
awaits confirmation, and that which does not, you will not escape error, since you will have
preserved the whole cause of doubt in every judgment between what is right and what is
wrong."

Thread
PD24 - Commentary and Translation of PD 24

Principal Doctrine 24 (PD 24) is one of the more convoluted doctrines with multiple phrases and
conjunctions. | would like to provide some commentary and break the doctrine down into
manageable words and phrases for everyone to get a more coherent understanding of what
Epicurus was communicating. You may also want to take a look at this doctrine’s page on the

Epicurus Wiki:

First the original text:

Now, let’s break it down before we put it all back together. I'll provide a (mostly) literal...

——

Don
September 2, 2020 at 11:56 PM
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