
Welcome Cornelius Peripateticus! (A name we'll
consider genericly rather than as being a dedicated
Aristotelian!)
Post by “Cassius” of March 4, 2026 at 9:45 AM

Cornelius - I presume you are aware of this statement by Torquatus in Cicero's "On Ends" to the
effect that it is disgraceful not to have learned theses things as boys (children), but just in case
you are not:

Quote from Cicero's On Ends Book One - Torquatus (Rackham)

[72] You are pleased to think him uneducated. The reason is that he refused to
consider any education worth the name that did not help to school us in happiness.
Was he to spend his time, as you encourage Triarius and me to do, in perusing poets,
who give us nothing solid and useful, but merely childish amusement? Was he to
occupy himself like Plato with music and geometry, arithmetic and astronomy, which
starting from false premises cannot be true, and which moreover if they were true
would contribute nothing to make our lives pleasanter and therefore better? Was he, I
say, to study arts like these, and neglect the master art, so difficult and
correspondingly so fruitful, the art of living?

No! Epicurus was not uneducated: the real philistines are those who ask us to go on
studying till old age the subjects that we ought to be ashamed not to have learnt in
boyhood.
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