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Quote

It required some rudeness to disturb with our boat the mirror-like surface of the water,
in which every twig and blade of grass was so faithfully reflected; too faithfully indeed
for art to imitate, for only Nature may exaggerate herself. The shallowest still water is
unfathomable. Wherever the trees and skies are reflected, there is more than Atlantic
depth, and no danger of fancy running aground. We notice that it required a separate
intention of the eye, a more free and abstracted vision, to see the reflected trees and
the sky, than to see the river bottom merely; and so are there manifold visions in the
direction of every object, and even the most opaque reflect the heavens from their
surface. Some men have their eyes naturally intended to the one and some to the
other object.

-Henry David Thoreau, A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers
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