
Sunday February 14, 2026 - Zoom Meeting -
Lucretius Book Review - Starting Book One Line 159
Post by “Joshua” of February 15, 2026 at 1:01 PM

Quote

For the art of mechanics, now so celebrated and admired, was first originated by
Eudoxus and Archytas, who embellished geometry with its subtleties, and gave to
problems incapable of proof by word and diagram, a support derived from mechanical
illustrations that were patent to the senses. For instance, in solving the problem of
finding two mean proportional lines, a necessary requisite for many geometrical
figures, both mathematicians had recourse to mechanical arrangements, adapting to
their purposes certain intermediate portions of curved lines and sections. But Plato was
incensed at this, and inveighed against them as corrupters and destroyers of the pure
excellence of geometry, which thus turned her back upon the incorporeal things of
abstract thought and descended to the things of sense, making use, moreover, of
objects which required much mean and manual labour. For this reason mechanics was
made entirely distinct from geometry, and being for a long time ignored by
philosophers, came to be regarded as one of the military arts.

-Plutarch, Life of Marcellus
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