"You will not taste death: Jesus and Epicureanism"
(Gospel of Thomas Thread)

Post by “Cassius” of February 5, 2026 at 11:57 AM

Quote from mlinssen

Thomas rejects any and all reincarnation and afterlife.

Ok so that's a big one. So there is no eternal soul?

Quote from mlinssen

Anti-Judaism is a great distraction in Thomas.

Without being graphic, what's the general basis of this criticism. We know that Diogenes of
Oinoanda is critical as well based on what appears to be general ethics, but what's the general
basis of this criticism?

Quote from mlinssen

The Rock points to Yahweh and is described as dry and shallow, whereas the Acacias
nilotica (one of 10 possible choices for the word 'thorn'!) points to the multi-deities of
Egypt, and the singular worm to Apophis who indeed eats them every night when Ra
travels through the sky with all other deities

So are the deities of Thomas the creators of the universe? Are they active in human affairs at
all?

Quote from mlinssen

. Rejection of religion

. Rejection of the proverbial pot of gold

. Indifference to gods

. A stress on (autonomous!) movement and action

. Rejection of everything outside, and sole focus on the inside
. Rejection of reincarnation (e.g. 27, 89, 112)

. Rejection of leaders, status
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Most of that sounds parallel but the references to "outside" and "inside" seem a little unclear (?)
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Quote from mlinssen

| find the Epictetus idea of only caring for that which is in your control particularly
strong in Thomas. Let's be honest, all ideas about any cosmogony are mere opinions.

As for that last part | would say that Epicurus would strongly disagree, so this would be a major
point of difference.

Quote from mlinssen

Now about friendship. Thomas' Quest is a lonely, utterly solitary one where it is even
strongly recommended to avoid everyone (64, 65).

Yes that sounds highly incompatible, and indicates something much more "dark" than | would
say Epicurus would approve of. But to understand that would require more definition of
whatever positive side Thomas was promoting, and | am not clear on his positive teaching at
this point.

Quote from mlinssen

A last one: Thomas shows us how to become Son of Man, Child of the Human (106) - it
is the closest to the father that we will ever come. Free of our 'garments', free from the
yoke of Ego and Self, free from that hobble that limited our movement (23). Free from
shame and fear. Free from our slaveowner the Ego. No rules, no plans, no paths. No
worries, no virtues, no higher goals

This sounds like it's going in an eastern "nihilist" / ascetic direction that I'd say Epicurus would
strongly disapprove of, because Epicurus is clearly promoting something that he believes
qualifies as "happiness." What did Thomas promote?
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