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This is exactly the kind of conversation I'd like to have here to help us prepare for when we
record the summary, so this is a fine place for it. I may need to ask you to be a little more clear
as to what you are saying however. I picked out this sentence as potentially the focus (?)

Quote from DaveT

Now, can we not agree that those four virtues are the necessary, and I mean
necessary, virtues we each need to pursue in order to find happiness as Epicurus
defined it?

When you say "those" are you saying that when you are living in a particular culture that
defines virtue in a particular way, that it is necessary for happiness to comply with that
culture's view of the virtues? I can certainly see the likelihood that "When in Rome Do As The
Romans Do" is a good idea to "keep the peace" with your neighbors. On the other hand if
someone objects to the culture strongly enough it's generally possible to go somewhere else.

So that's why it might be good to clarify what you are saying. I think most of us agree that
Epicurus clearly held that virtue is a requirement for happy living, and that the real issue is
what is meant by "virtue." Complying with the majority's definition is clearly one method of
defining virtue, but of course Epicurus himself moved several times and I don't get the
impression at all that Epicurus simply deferred to the majority on the key issues of life on which
he considered clarity was essential to happiness (such as to death or as to the gods).

So I apologize that perhaps i am overlooking the obvious intent of what you are saying, but
could you restate your ultimate conclusion or question?
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