What 1Is The Relationship Between "Hedonic
Calculus" Analysis”" and "Natural and Necessary
Desire" Analysis?

Post by “Cassius” of January 23, 2026 at 4:01 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Notice that Plato is discussing necessary/unnecessary pleasures, whereas Epicurus
distinguishes necessary/unnecessary desires. As we've discussed elsewhere, this is an
important distinction, specially since all pleasures are defined as good by Epicurus.

Yes that's why | highlighted that point in my post above. | do think the distinction makes sense,
but when | see these respected translators seemingly using the words interchangeably, here
and in Tusculan Disputations, | really don't know what to think. Certainly in English "desire" is a
different word from "pleasure," but | hope as we continue to examine this those who are fluent
in Greek and Latin will be alert to this question and point out how much reliance we should
place on this distinction. I'd be a lot more confident in arguing this if we had an article by
Sedley or Cyril Bailey or someone of that stature making the same point. With the new search
tools available to us maybe we can find just that.
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