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Quote

And Sedley observes that in both lines of argument, Epicurus follows up this "either/or"
starting point by arguing that other philosophers are wrong in asserting the existence
of anything of any nature that falls outside that "either one or the other" structure.

Not only do | reject the Ethical side of this argument except insofar as it is restricted exclusively
to pathos, | also notice that this is exactly the kind of absolutism that Cicero employs himself:

Quote

There is indeed a law, right reason, which is in accordance with nature; existing in all,
unchangeable, eternal. Commanding us to do what is right, forbidding us to do what is
wrong. It has dominion over good men, but possesses no influence over bad ones. No
other law can be substituted for it, no part of it can be taken away, nor can it be
abrogated altogether. Neither the people or the senate can absolve from it. It is not one
thing at Rome, and another thing at Athens: one thing to-day, and another thing to-
morrow; but it is eternal and immutable for all nations and for all time.

kkk

For Justice is one; it binds all human society, and is based on one Law, which is right
reason applied to command and prohibition. Whoever knows not this Law, whether it
has been recorded in writing anywhere or not, is without Justice.

So | say again, it is no good blaming Cicero for this!
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