Discussion of Article: "On Pleasure, Pain and
Happiness"

Post by “Cassius” of July 17, 2019 at 6:54 AM

Thinking about this discussion in clinical terms reinforces in my mind that this entire line of
thought is as simple as can be. The lives of most people contain a mixture of pleasures and
pains. The way any person improves their life to the best possible is to remove the pains he
faces and replace them with pleasures. Nothing more complex or mysterious whatsoever is
expressed or implied.

And no one would even think of saying anything so basic unless they perceived that there was
a contrary viewpoint which required the obvious to be stated.

| am convinced also that we find that contrary viewpoint in "Philebus" and that we need to
spend more time articulating it clearly. Not because the argument in Philebus is persuasive, but
because unless we are aware of it we tend to think "there must be something more going on
here than meets the eye."

And there is.

We are going to find at root that the Philebus issue is a "logic game" involving the alleged
insatiability and insufficiency of the feeling of pleasure as the guide of life, and its alleged
inferiority to "reason.”

But there is a lot more work to be done to explain that. Only then can we reclaim PD3 and
similar statements as the validation of our patron goddess "Venus" (as referenced in Philebus)
rather than a call to asceticism.
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