Episode 317 - TD43 - The Epicurean "System Of
Counterbalancing” In Pursuit Of Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of January 20, 2026 at 9:32 PM

In this week's episode, part of what we discuss is the following section from XXXIII which was
new to Joshua and me when we came across it. In tonight's 20th Zoom there was a general idea
that this is likely referring to sex / romantic relations, but all ideas will be appreciated.

There are two things going on here: (1) is that there's a significant difference between the
Yonge and Loeb translations of the sentence before the one we're referring to ("and seem
rather for lessening the number of them" vs. "yet all the same look out for a plentiful supply of
them," where Yonge and Loeb seem to be at odds, and

(2) the sentence that contrasts "birth position and rank" to beauty, age, and shape." (the Loeb
version) on which point Yonge largely agrees, but the question is "what exactly are they talking

about?
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https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4906-episode-317-td43-the-epicurean-system-of-counterbalancing-in-
pursuit-of-pleasure/?postID=38509#post38509
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