“WE GOT BEEF! (A Disembowelment of the
Dialectic...)”

Post by “Cassius” of January 20, 2026 at 7:32 AM

For the time being we'll move this to "On Rhetoric" because on first read that seems to me to
be the focus of much/most of it.

Thanks again Eikadistes for writing so much about this. Maybe this will help in the "jelling" of
exactly what it is that Philodemus' "On Rhetoric" is all about.

| think we have more of a fix on "Dialectic" being damaging because of it being an effort to
allege that truth can be determined separately from the senses, just by playing word games
and bouncing words off each other.

| don't think | can summarize what is meant by "Rhetoric" (or even whether "all rhetoric is
bad(?)" nearly so easily. On that latter point, it seems Epicurus is pretty negative toward
"dialectic" across the board (correct? maybe not?).

Is Epicurus also so negative about most/all aspects of "rhetoric?" Or is there "good/useful
rhetoric" and "bad/destructive rhetoric?"
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