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Epicurus on the nature of the soul in the Letter to Herodotus;

Quote

[63] Next, referring always to the sensations and the feelings, for in this way you will
obtain the most trustworthy ground of belief, you must consider that the soul is a body
of fine particles distributed throughout the whole structure, and most resembling wind
with a certain admixture of heat, and in some respects like to one of these and in some
to the other. There is also the part which is many degrees more advanced even than
these in fineness of composition, and for this reason is more capable of feeling in
harmony with the rest of the structure as well. Now all this is made manifest by the
activities of the soul and the feelings and the readiness of its movements and its
processes of thought and by what we lose at the moment of death.

[64] Further, you must grasp that the soul possesses the chief cause of sensation: yet it
could not have acquired sensation, unless it were in some way enclosed by the rest of
the structure. And this in its turn having afforded the soul this cause of sensation
acquires itself too a share in this contingent capacity from the soul. Yet it does not
acquire all the capacities which the soul possesses: and therefore when the soul is
released from the body, the body no longer has sensation. For it never possessed this
power in itself, but used to afford opportunity for it to another existence, brought into
being at the same time with itself: and this existence, owing to the power now
consummated within itself as a result of motion, used spontaneously to produce for
itself the capacity of sensation and then to communicate it to the body as well, in virtue
of its contact and correspondence of movement, as | have already said.

[65] Therefore, so long as the soul remains in the body, even though some other part of
the body be lost, it will never lose sensation; nay more, whatever portions of the soul
may perish too, when that which enclosed it is removed either in whole or in part, if the
soul continues to exist at all, it will retain sensation. On the other hand the rest of the
structure, though it continues to exist either as a whole or in part, does not retain
sensation, if it has once lost that sum of atoms, however small it be, which together
goes to produce the nature of the soul. Moreover, if the whole structure is dissolved,
the soul is dispersed and no longer has the same powers nor performs its movements,
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so that it does not possess sensation either.

[66] For it is impossible to imagine it with sensation, if it is not in this organism and
cannot effect these movements, when what encloses and surrounds it is no longer the
same as the surroundings in which it now exists and performs these movements.

[67] Furthermore, we must clearly comprehend as well, that the incorporeal in the
general acceptation of the term is applied to that which could be thought of as such as
an independent existence. Now it is impossible to conceive the incorporeal as a
separate existence, except the void: and the void can neither act nor be acted upon,
but only provides opportunity of motion through itself to bodies. So that those who say
that the soul is incorporeal are talking idly. For it would not be able to act or be acted
on in any respect, if it were of this nature. But as it is, both these occurrences are
clearly distinguished in respect of the soul.

[68] Now if one refers all these reasonings about the soul to the standards of feeling
and sensation and remembers what was said at the outset, he will see that they are
sufficiently embraced in these general formulae to enable him to work out with
certainty on this basis the details of the system as well.
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