
Discussion of Article: "On Pleasure, Pain and
Happiness"
Post by “Cassius” of July 15, 2019 at 10:33 AM

Here are several clips from a chapter of Gosling & Taylor's "The Greeks on Pleasure" which
appear relevant.

First, this one may seem to be a little confusingly written, but the context here is that G&T are
saying that they are opposing ALL of the views stated in the rest of paragraph, and not just the
views stated in the second part of the first sentence. The second and following sentences are a
continuation of the view that they oppose, not a statement of their own views. G&T are
opposing all the views stated in this paragraph, as made clear by the final sentence, which
states that they are going to provide four objections which "such views" have to meet.
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They conclude in the end that the Katastematic /Kinetic distinction was not important to
Epicurus, and that gave Nikolsky the idea for his article cited later in this post:

67264048_2380387532195626_875741602566373376_n.png?_nc_cat=111&_nc_oc=AQnErG6UqFzygtIUxAtm6hboyiZDybhRanBNFedYYbNiV-tD7ycn6-xlaHEHF7KZ01rLH8eOLTyCPOVOApTr-iMN&_nc_ht=scontent.fewr1-2.fna&oh=4985a7fe3fcf54709787f3dac423ead9&oe=5DA082BEImage not found or type unknown

Here is a clip stating that Cicero's interpretation that there is an internal conflict is defective
and can be explained away. Note that G&T say that Cicero's interpretation "is not supported
by the extant writings of Epicurus" and "attributes views to him [Epicurus] which
ought to be surprising."
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And here is the most clear statement of the Gosling & Taylor conclusion: "what is important is
to get a life of sensory pleasure untainted by pain." (a reflection of Cicero's "nothing was
preferable to a life of tranquillity crammed full of pleasures" from Defense of Publius Cestius)
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Here is the conclusion by Nikolsky that Epicurus is far from seeing pleasure in a neutral state,
and that both Cicero and Diogenes Laertius were both forcing Epicurus into a mold of their own
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which was not justified by what Epicurus himself had written:

   

And here is Matthew Wenham reaching the same conclusion, that pleasure is an EXPERIENCE /
sensation of pleasure, not some kind of "static" / "katastematic" state from which feeling is
absence.
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