Sunday, December 14 - Zoom Meeting - 12:30 PM -
Topic: Lucretius Book Review - Lines 62 -100

Post by “Cassius” of December 14, 2025 at 1:45 PM

Today we spent almost all the session discussing the lines 62-80 (the discussion of the
significance of Epicurus' accomplishments.

Next week is our "Fourth Sunday" and we'll have a special topic (Emily Austin's article "Epicurus
and tThe Politics of Death." The week after, we'll come back and begin with what is
approximately line 80:

Lucretius Side-by-Side

Quote

Herein | have one fear, lest perchance you think that you are starting on the principles
of some unholy reasoning, and setting foot upon the path of sin. Nay, but on the other
hand, again and again our foe, religion, has given birth to deeds sinful and unholy.
Even as at Aulis the chosen chieftains of the Danai, the first of all the host, foully
stained with the blood of Iphianassa the altar of the Virgin of the Cross-Roads. For as
soon as the band braided about her virgin locks streamed from her either cheek in
equal lengths, as soon as she saw her sorrowing sire stand at the altar’s side, and near
him the attendants hiding their knives, and her countrymen shedding tears at the sight
of her, tongue-tied with terror, sinking on her knees she fell to earth. Nor could it avail
the luckless maid at such a time that she first had given the name of father to the king.
For seized by men’s hands, all trembling was she led to the altars, not that, when the
ancient rite of sacrifice was fulfilled, she might be escorted by the clear cry of ‘Hymen’,
but in the very moment of marriage, a pure victim she might foully fall, sorrowing
beneath a father’s slaughtering stroke, that a happy and hallowed starting might be
granted to the fleet. Such evil deeds could religion prompt.
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