Discussion of Article: "On Pleasure, Pain and
Happiness"

Post by “Elli” of July 14, 2019 at 6:43 AM

Stilpon of Megara

Stilpon was a representative of a smaller Socratic School of Megara, especially known for its
dialectical acrobatics, claimed that is not allowed for a person to give another predicate except
itself. We only say that man is man and not that man is rich, because man and rich are two
different things. Stilpon attributed to the "being" completely different meaning from the real.

Thus, the epicurean Colotes with satirical mood writes :

"How shall we live really, if we cannot say a man good, neither a man Captain, but must
separately say a man man and separately a good good and a Captain Captain, and if we're
talking about ten thousand horsemen and fortified city, we must say that the horsemen are
horsemen, the ten thousand ten thousand; and so on."

And now : "Pleasure is the absence of pain". The acrobatics of dialectics to define issues
and things with the absence of their opposites. But above all is the separation/division in the
characteristics, and that is because we do not want to give descriptions with clarity, but
absolute definitions. We do not want to see that when we mix black and white, we see that
there is a graduation of grey among them. No, we want the dilemmas of either black or
white.

But the whole movie of life can't be watched in cut pieces, and when we want to define things
with the absence of their opposites is totally false. Because, someone may also say : "life is
the absence of death". Do you think so ? Because when | study the Nature | observe that life
can't exist without death. How the carnivores shall live without the death of herbivores ? And
how the herbivores shall live without eating plants ? And how the Universe shall exist without
fundamental interactions, also known as fundamental forces ?

But if the epicurean young man with the name Colotes would be alive today, hearing that
"pleasure is the absence of pain", he could say : How shall we live really our life, if we
cannot just say that "pleasure is the supreme good, and our alpha and omega"... but
we must to define pleasure in the absence of the opposite feeling of pain. And when
we say pleasure we must separately divide its characteristics surpreme, surpreme,
good good, alpha alpha, omega omega. And when we speak for the feeling of
pleasure, we must say that we feel it separately in our body and separately in our
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soul. And when we eat our whole body separately enjoys the food i.e. separately
enjoys our mouth, our throat, our stomach, our cells, our mind, our hands, and so on
and so on.

And if we talking for ALL the pleasures of our life, we must to define them
separately, dividing the pleasures in motion, and the pleasures in rest. And if we are
talking about the whole Universe we must speak for it in relation to time. So, we
must say separately dividing it with a starting moment and an ending moment, as
well as, to define and separately dividing the Universe with the up up, down down,

left left, right right, and so on, and so on. <
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