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Here's a summary of the meeting. It's not edited so there could be mistakes!

The Western Hemisphere EpicureanFriends group held their meeting on December 7th, 2025,
focusing on Lucretius's "De Rerum Natura," specifically the hymn to Venus and early sections of
Book 1.

Main Discussion Topics:

Lucretius's Use of Religious Language
The group extensively debated why Lucretius invokes Venus and other gods while promoting
Epicurean philosophy that views gods as uninvolved in human affairs. Key perspectives
included:

Raphael argued these were poetic personifications of natural forces that educated
Romans would understand allegorically
Dave expressed skepticism about this interpretation, viewing it as inconsistent with
Epicurean thought
Robert suggested the language was culturally absorbed and used figuratively, similar to
modern references
Patrikios noted the importance of patron relationships and cultural context
Kalosyni emphasized how poets needed patrons and had to appeal to their audience

Philosophical Context
The discussion covered how Lucretius used flexible language strategies to make Epicurean
ideas accessible to broader audiences, including references to his later statement allowing
certain uses of god names while rejecting superstitious fear.

Epicurean Spirituality
Patrikios shared insights about Epicurean theology focusing on contemplation and divine
assimilation through meditation rather than superstition. The group explored how this differed
from Stoicism and traditional religion.

Famous Passage Analysis
They examined the revolutionary section where Lucretius presents Epicurus challenging religion
and exploring nature through reason, noting the controversial line about trampling religion
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underfoot.

The meeting concluded with plans to continue their systematic reading of the text, emphasizing
how these foundational questions about interpreting religious language are crucial for
understanding Lucretius's naturalistic philosophy.
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