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Quote

This double colouring of things is supremely interesting to the philosopher; so much so
that before his physical science has reached the mechanical stage, he will doubtless
regard the double aspect which things present to him as a dual principle in these things
themselves. So Empedocles had spoken of Love and Strife as two forces which
respectively gathered and disrupted the elements, so as to carry on between them the
Penelope’s labour of the world, the one perpetually weaving fresh forms of life, and the
other perpetually undoing them.[4]

It needed but a slight concession to traditional rhetoric in order to exchange these
names, Love and Strife, which designated divine powers in Empedocles, into the names
of Venus and Mars, which designated the same influences in Roman mythology. The
Mars and Venus of Lucretius are not moral forces, incompatible with the mechanism of
atoms; they are this mechanism itself, in so far as it now produces and now destroys
life, or any precious enterprise, like this of Lucretius in composing his saving poem.
Mars and Venus, linked in each other’s arms, rule the universe together; nothing arises
save by the death of some other thing. Yet when what arises is happier in itself, or
more congenial to us, than what is destroyed, the poet says that Venus prevails, that
she woos her captive lover to suspend his unprofitable raging. At such times it is spring
on earth; the storms recede (I paraphrase the opening passage),[5] the fields are
covered with flowers, the sunshine floods the serene sky, and all the tribes of animals
feel the mighty impulse of Venus in their hearts.

-George Santayana, Three Philosophical Poets
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