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Quote from EPicuruean

To say that brain uploading is possible is not a denial of the inherently materialistic
nature of consciousness, rather it's an embrace of the idea. If consciousness or
experience is material, than through proper interfacing with a computer that eventually
replicates the brain activity entirely, the same individual who once experienced their
existence in a body of flesh could eventually experience it in a body of silicon. Just like
how the same computer program that once ran on a clockwork computer can be made
to run on an electronic one.

Oh, I fully agree that consciousness is "nothing more" than biology, chemistry, and physics. But
the question remains: If some kind of mechanism could "read" a biological, chemical, and
physical signature at a given moment in time and "upload" that measured instance into a
"computer" or into a new biological body (assuming the biological body didn't have its own
active biological, chemical, and physical consciousness), the primary question to me remains: Is
that new uploaded instance the original person with a continued existence - a continuity of
consciousness - or it essentially a photocopy or duplication of the original? If I acquiece to the
eventual possibility of upload technology, I still don't accept that that uploaded version is a
continuation of the original. There's a break, just like the transporter issue in that video. A
fictional version of this is the Altered Carbon series where a physical disc storing the essential
memories of a person is installed in a new "skin" over and over again. At least that's something
physical that makes the trip from one "life" to another.

Quote from EPicuruean

So, science indicates that our mind specifically is the electrical activity in our body (our
brain more specifically). That's what we call our "conscious experience." It's electrical
activity. Computation maybe.

There's more than just "electrical activity" in that there's influences on that electrical activity
and chemical reactions in the brain from throughout the body and environment that directly
affect the conscious experience, from hormones and interoception of bodily signals to external
factors that influence cognitive and behavior. The brain is, of course, inseparable from the
experience of consciousness; but I would offer that the experience of "me" is not separable
from the whole interplay of brain, body, and environment. That totality is what I'm very
skeptical of being uploadable; and without that context, I'm highly skeptical of there ever being
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any technology capable of "storing" a copy of a human consciousness. Can a machine become
conscious in the future? Maybe, because we're biological machines in a sense. But we've
evolved over millennia of millennia. Is natural selection necessary for consciousness to arise? I
don't know. I lean toward consciousness being more then computation. It seems there needs to
be a body interacting with the physical world, but now we're heading down a deep deep rabbit
hole. In summary: I remain highly skeptical of there ever being a feasible upload technology at
any time in the future.
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