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I need to state for the record that I have no problem with life-saving and life-enhancing medical
science. Treatments and therapies like prostheses, vaccinations, surgery under anesthesia,
cochlear implants, MRIs, pacemakers, and all the others that bring a good quality of life to
those who would have died or would have lived lives of pain in decades and centuries past is a
boon of modern medical science. Sign me up.

Where I draw the line is at those who feel life should be extended at any cost when death is
inescapable. Trust me. I know firsthand how hard it is to "let someone go." In the past, this
simply wasn't an option. They just died. Ventilators etc were not an option. Medical science now
lets hearts beat and lungs breathe with no hope of recovery or consciousness. That's not life. To
paraphrase Dr. Malcom in Jurassic Park, just because they can, they don't stop to ask if they
should.

The other line is at those who feel death is something to be conquered. Like dying is some kind
of failure. And, while not believing in a god or a supernatural afterlife, they place technology in
the role of God and technological fantasies in place of Heaven. Extending a good quality of life
is admirable IN THIS LIFE. Trying to "cheat death" by cryonic suspension, computer upload,
brain transplant, and similar speculative fiction tropes robs people of taking pleasure in THIS
one precious life that is here and now.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4819-what-s-the-consensus-on-transhumanism-brain-
uploading/?postID=37948#post37948

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4819-what-s-the-consensus-on-transhumanism-brain-uploading/?postID=37948#post37948
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4819-what-s-the-consensus-on-transhumanism-brain-uploading/?postID=37948#post37948

