Gassendi On Happiness

Post by “TauPhi” of November 11, 2025 at 6:58 AM

Quote from Cassius

So this little exercise indicates well of the paraphrase but also indicates the hazards of
following Gassendi too closely.

Pierre Gassendi lived and worked in the 17th century. This is historically very important period
for the revival of Epicureanism as the philosophy started to get some traction again but at that
time everything got filtered through Christianity. Gassendi, Le Grand and Charleton are
Epicurean heroes in disguise. They tried to put Epicurus back on the map but the map was still
firmly stomped by a Christian boot. Their works are really interesting and they should be
investigated closely even if they can't be treated as authoritative sources for the study of
Epicureanism. I'll make separate post about Le Grand in few days as I'm currently restoring one
of his works.
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