
What Would An Epicurean Use In Their Toolkit For
Making Their Hedonic Calculus?
Post by “Cassius” of July 11, 2019 at 5:31 PM

I just noticed this and I want to comment:

Quote from Godfrey

I use natural and necessary or unnecessary as a first step to evaluate a given desire,
then I think about whether the various costs involved (pain) will add up to more or less
than the resultant pleasure.

I agree that the natural or necessary analysis is a good first step in the analysis, but it's good to
remember that there is nothing intrinsically wrong with the pleasures in either of these multiple
categories, but because these categories are thumbnail rules for helping us predict the amount
of pain that is going to come from the choice, as explained by Torquatus in On Ends.

The point of my posting is to emphasize that this is the starting point of the analysis, not the
end point, and not a substitute in itself for the issue of "what will happen" and the eventual
result of whether the end is net positive or net negative as to the pleasure/pain balance.

Thumbnail rules are highly useful, but they exist in a larger context that can sometimes be
dramatically violated. The goal is to keep your eye on the END, which is pleasure, and never to
let any tool (like virtue, or even this system of categories) to take the place of it.
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