Gassendi On Happiness
Post by “Cassius” of November 9, 2025 at 3:51 PM

I am still reading it fast and furiously but this document clearly merits Gassendi's reputation as
a defender and transmitter of Epicurus. But | have lots of questions including:

UPDATE: Some answers here https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/fags/how

When was it written?

To whom was it published?

When was it first translated into English?

Is this what Jefferson and others had access to which acquainted them with Epicurean

arguments?

Lots and lots of questions in my mind about this document, not the least of which is:

6. Why hasn't this document been one of the centerpieces of discussion of Epicurean
philosophy for the last 100 years?

7. Did DeWitt have this? Is this something that the well-known commentaries about Epicurus
over the last 50 years have incorporated?

8. Who is Jonathan Bennett? Where has this appeared other than this website?

1. I note: Copyright ©2010-2015 All rights reserved. Jonathan Bennett [Brackets]
enclose editorial explanations. Small -dots- enclose material that has been added,
but can be read as though it were part of the original text. Occasional *bullets, and
also indenting of passages that are not quotations, are meant as aids to grasping
the structure of a sentence or a thought. Every four-point ellipsis . . . . indicates the
omission of a brief passage that seems to present more difficulty than it is worth.
Longer omissions are reported between brackets in normal-sized type. —This
version is based on the French translation of the work by Gassendi’s friend Francois
Bernier. When a passage by an ancient author is reported or quoted in French,
Bernier usually gives it in Latin also; his French versions are pretty accurate, so the
Latin will be passed over silently except where there is a reason to call attention to
it. —For the other work by Gassendi presented on this website, see the final set of
Objections to Descartes’s Meditations. First launched: March 2021
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