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How could Cicero know so much detail of the views of so many Greek thinkers on the
divinities he referred to in this narrative?

Cicero, himself, visited the Athenian Garden under the leadership of Zḗnōn of Sidon, a
scholarch who instructed Philódēmos — Philódēmos, himself, was a contemporary of Cicero.
Many of Cicero's texts are responses to contemporary philosophical opponents with whom he
was actively corresponding (not Philódēmos in this case, but other contemporaries, and Roman
inheritors of the Hellenistic traditions). He lived at a unique, cultural intersection of professional
law and national politics, so his relations were diverse and his resources were expansive. He
was in the thick of it.

As a general observation, however, I think we should take caution against receiving Velleius at
his word, because Velleius isn't always speaking — Cicero is speaking through Velleius, and
using him as a literary tool, ultimately to persuade his audience to his cause, not necessarily
provide an objective survey of history. So, I think that anything that the character Velleius
proposes in Cicero's narrative needs to be referenced against the established doctrines set by
Epíkouros and preserved by Philódēmos. There are a few things Cicero records that are
surprising, so I read him cautiously.

As far as the dialogue is represented Cassius , great video! The text provides a wealth of
attestation that reinforces existing opinions and the presentation exhibits it clearly; it also
reliably provides a critique that accurately represents the criticism from Epicurean opponents.
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