Side By Side Velleius Explaining Epicurus' Position
On The True Nature of Divinity

Post by “Cassius” of October 28, 2025 at 4:52 PM

i've completed another companion to the other side-by-side text versions. Today i am setting
up the Velleius section from Cicero's On the Nature of the Gods. it will contain the Latin along
with translations by Charles Yong, Frances Brook, and Harris Rackham. it can be found here.
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fuse videantur, Quem Diogenes

Babylonius consequens ineo
lbr, qut nscrbiturde Minerva,
partum [ovs otumque vigins
ad physiologiam trducens
deiungita fubula,
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[42) Exposui fere non
philosophorum fudicia, sed
delrantium somaia. Nec enim
muloabsurciora sunta, quae
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our manners; and this he call
Futal necesiy,theeverlsting
veity of future events. But none
of these are of such a nature asto
seentocary any ndication of
divinevirtue in them, These are
the doctrines contained in his
frst book of the Nature of the
Gods.In thesecond, he
endeavors to accommodate the
fales of Orpheus, Musaus,
Hesiod, and Homer to what he
hasadvanced in the irst, in order
tha the mostancint poes,who
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which men call Jove and thatthe

s which permestestheseas
Neptune, and that th earth
what is known by the ame of
Ceres, and he treats in similar
syl thetitesof theother gods,
Healso idenifes Jove with the
pove ofuninerrupted, eternal
L, the guide o e, asit may be
clled,and mistes of cuty,
which he alo describes s fore-
orcained necessity and the
eternal truth of the uture,
though none of thes qualits
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followed by Diogenes of
Bablon,who n bis book
entitled Minerva ratonalzes the
myth o the birth ofth virgn
aoddessfrom Jove by explaining
itasan allgoryoftheproceses
of nature,

XVI

I have given rough accountof
what are more ke the dreams of
madmen than the considered
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followed by Diogenesof
Bibylon, whoin his ook
entitled Minerva rationalizes the
mjth ofthe birthofthevirgn
goddsss rom Jove by explining
itas an allgory ofthe proceses
of nature,

XVI

Thavegiven a rough accountof
what are more ke the dreams of
madmen than the considered
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https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4787-side-by-side-velleius-explaining-epicurus-position-on-the-true-

nature-of-divinit/?postiID=37642#post37642
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