Sunday November 2, 2025 - Zoom Discussion 12:30
PM EST - Continuation of Discussion of Nature of
Pleasure

Post by “Don” of October 28, 2025 at 2:04 PM

DaveT | fear we may be talking past each other, and | got caught up in historical precedents
and citations.

Let me see if | can summarize your position, and you let me know where | misinterpret or get it
right before | dive headlong into another lengthy post. As | understand, you feel that:

e The word "pleasure" is seen by the majority of people nowadays as conveying a negative
activity or at the very least a self-indulgent - maybe even destructive - activity.

e Explaining Epicurus' expansive re-definition of "pleasure"” (HAONH) distracts from the
deeper meaning and potential application of his philosophy to modern life.

e Trying to get people to accept/understand that Epicurean re-definition in light of their
modern sensitivities to the word "pleasure" is counterproductive.

e It would be more productive to explain Epicureanism to newcomers without resorting to
using the word "pleasure" or using phrases like "The goal of life is pleasure."”

e You would advocate for using terms more in line with "Life Itself is the Greatest Good"
and avoiding using "pleasure" until, maybe, much further down the road when it is
encountered in the ancient texts.

Would that be a fair summary?
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