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Quote from Kalosyni

It seems pretty unnatural to "glorify" decay and ugliness (ugly witches, goblins,
monsters, and bloodied faces/bodies) and it seems that on some level this is an
expression of anger and hopelessness.

I see where you're coming from, but consider the Memento Mori visualized by Epicureans —
images of death (like the skeleton mosaics) are historically on-brand when it comes to
Epicurean mortality.

Celebrating mortality, in that regard, is also a celebration of the urgency of pursuing happiness,
"by having been dispossessed of the yearning for immortality" (Ep. Men. 124). It's also way to
face death directly with visual representations and observe that it can't hurt you. It's just a
concept.

Granted, Halloween, in my experience, is more about (depending on your age): playing dress-
up, collecting candy, trying to get laid, an excuse to drink, or doing it all over for your own kids.
It doesn't necessarily have any particular philosophical side that is celebrated as far as that
goes.

Still, intellectual-underpining aside, if it's fun, choose it. If not, avoid it.
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