Should Epicureans Celebrate Something Else Instead
of Celebrating Halloween?

Post by “Don” of October 18, 2025 at 10:20 PM

I'm wondering if this is a point of difference between Epicurus (3rd-4th ¢ BCE, Greek) and
Lucretius (1st ¢ BCE, Roman) if we accept the authenticity of Epicurus' letters in Diogenes
Laertius (3rd c CE).

Epicurus' will clearly states that he wants burnt sacrifices offered for his family: "make separate
provision (1) for the funeral offerings (enagisma) to my father, mother, and brothers."

Philodemus also discussed Epicurus taking part in the festivals and Mysteries. So, even if
Epicurus kept idiosyncratic meanings of these festivals, sacrifices, and rites in his mind, he
obviously was taking an active role in them.
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