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Quote from Cassius

Cicero is mischaracterizing what Epicure says about pleasure, and secondly he’s
mischaracterizing what Epicure says about doing everything for your own advantage.
Epicurus never says that the Epicurean standard is pleasure, and anyone who’s at all
familiar with what Epicurus does say knows how much emphasis Epicurus places on his
friends and the pleasure of his friends, and how much we value that type of pleasure
which comes from engagement in society and working with light minded people.
Epicurus is not always looking to his own advantage.

This could be a matter of semantics, but I'm going to push back ever so slightly on the
"Epicurus is not always looking to his own advantage." Pleasure is subjective. The only standard
we have to assess if we're living happily/pleasurably is ourselves. We can only, in the end, "look
to" our own happiness/pleasure. That isn't to say we don't care about other people. Our friends'
happiness affects our own happiness, but it still means we help them in service to a wise
selfishness for ourselves. They happy = I happy.
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