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The christian apologist Lactantius attributed the formulation of the paradox to Epicurus in the
late third or early fourth century AD. Nothing like it survives in any of the extant writings of
Epicurus, and the earliest source is in the works of the Pyrrhonist philosopher Sextus Empiricus
of the second century, who does not attribute it to him. It probably has its origin in ancient
Skepticism.
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