Episode 303 - TD31 - Is It Truly Impossible To
Advocate For Epicurus In The Public Sphere?

Post by “Cassius” of October 9, 2025 at 11:28 AM

Welcome to Episode 303 of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius,
who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the most complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy
left to us from the ancient world. Each week we walk you through the Epicurean texts, and we
discuss how Epicurean philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview
attractive, we invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com, where we
discuss this and all of our podcast episodes.

This week we continue covering Cicero's "Tusculan Disputations" from an Epicurean perspective
and we move into Section XXI to address a particularly important challenge from Cicero:

How do we advocate the Epicurean position in public gatherings?
Quote

But these men behave with too much heat, especially as the opinions which they would
uphold are no very spirited ones, and such as they dare not plead for either in the
senate, or before the assembly of the people, or before the army, or the censors: but,
however, | will argue with them another time, and with such a disposition that no
quarrel shall arise between us; for | shall be ready to yield to their opinions when
founded on truth. Only | must give them this advice: That were it ever so true, that a
wise man regards nothing but the body; or, to express myself with more decency,
never does anything except what is expedient, and views all things with exclusive
reference to his own advantage; as such things are not very commendable, they should
confine them to their own breasts, and leave off talking with that parade of them.
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