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Thomas Jefferson had this to say about ancient philosophers (in the forward letter of his
"Jefferson Bible"):

Quote

1. Their precepts related chiefly to ourselves, and the government of those passions
which, unrestrained, would disturb our tranquility of mind. In this branch of philosophy
they were really great.

2. In developing our duties to others, they were short and defective. They embraced
indeed the circles of kindred and friends, and inculcated patriotism, or the love of
country in the aggregate, as a primary obligation; toward our neighbors and
countrymen they taught justice, but scarcely viewed them as within the circle of
benevolence. Still less have they inculcated peace, charity, and love to our fellow-men,
or embraced with benevolence the whole family of mankind.

Source: https://uuhouston.org/files/The Jefferson Bible.pdf

And it does seem that much of this could be said of Epicurean philosophy.
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