
How to place Epicureanism in relation to the modern
tool of the scientific method
Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2025 at 6:36 PM

This is the level at which these issues of what "science" says really concern us. This, from that
article, is what I would say Epicurus was concerned about too.

Quote

Bacon despised Aristotle’s ideas on deductive reasoning, not only because it was a
direct contradiction to his methods of inductive reasoning, but also because he felt that
it was more suited to disputation than for the discovery of practical facts. Additionally,
Bacon saw syllogistic reasoning, which is a form of deductive reasoning that was widely
used at that time, as “utterly useless for discovering the laws of nature and for
applying them to the solution of practical problems”, which, as discussed before, was
Bacon’s prime purpose for science. (Broad, 1958, p.51). This is because the general
premises of which reasoned the conclusion were derived too rashly and were drawn
from flawed observation, or worse, no observation and experimentation at all; he called
this phenomenon the ‘anticipation of nature’. Furthermore, Bacon saw Aristotle’s
procedures of syllogism as being circular: the premise of the syllogism was also a
conclusion that had to be supported by premises; a process that would go round and
round forever, never achieving any form of practical application (Dear, 2009, p.4;
Bacon, 2020, sec.31). His solution was his method of inductive reasoning which started
with the collection of data, followed by methodical, inductive investigation which
produces applicable, practical knowledge (Klein & Giglioni, 2018, sec.5). Therefore,
Bacon heavily criticised Aristotle’s method of deductive reasoning, as it did not serve
the purpose of science and was highly inaccurate to deriving truthful facts and this
criticism, he hoped, would convince the people of his time to use his method of
inductive reasoning.
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