On Terminology In Discussing "Free Will"

Post by “Cassius” of July 10, 2019 at 9:16 AM

It has been called to my attention that in many circles the term "free will" carries some kind of
supernatural or religious implications, and that in those circles the terms generally used are
"hard determinism" or "soft determinism" to indicate that no choices are entirely without
preceding influences. | agree that it is important to be clear about what we mean in any
context.

For comparative reference, | pulled out four translations of Lucretius Book 2 where this wording
generally becomes an issue:

1. Daniel Browne edition of 1743:
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2. Hugh Munro translation, late 1800's:
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3. Cyril Bailey translation, 1930's
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T Boak [f, I 255-283

#0 that caue may not follow cimie frem Infiniie tme ;
whenre comes this free will for Evisg things ail aver
the garzh, whence, T sk, I It wrenied fro= fate, this
will whersby we mave foeward, where plasure leads
each one of we, and ewerve likewie m our motions
neither a1 dztermined times nor in a decermined direction
wta o plees, bur jost where our mxind bay carvied wa ¢ For
Bz gpighout deubt bt b hls ewn will which gives 1o each one
pisses @ start for this movement, and from the will the motions
138 pagy fooding thromgh the limbs. Do you not wee too
kv, when the barriers are flung open, yet for am instamt
of time the eager might of the horses cannot bursr ewt
wa suddenly s thelr mind inell desires 7 For the whale
stome of matinr throughout the whole bedy mest he
roused w0 movesent, that them aronmd through every
limb it may scraim and follow the eager Jomging of
the mind ; 3o thar you see & sart of movemene® &
brourht i puis frems the keary, and comes forh fi

4. Martin Ferguson Smith translation, Hackett publishing (current edition):
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Mdogeover, if Al movements are mvansbly mterlinked, if new movemeat arses from e
old i unaenatde succession. I e B 00 D88 SWarve 10 Hitae mivernent il ca
amnu| the decrees of destiny and preveni she exisience of an endle=s chain of cansation,
wheit & the seurce of this free will possessad by Bring creanunes all over the arth? Wha, [
sk, in the sovee of this power of will wresied from destimy, which snables wch of us in
advaice where fleasire leads . s b GEr G EGVemens ool o & fixsd dne or place,
Bl ai the direction of our own [260] minds? For undeabiedly m sach case it s the
andividual sl Gt gives Se nital apube m sech wouons and channes die movesents
shreagh e e

Have you e observed 100 thal, a1 e very momsenr when (e sueting gates ane
oyl the hogses, dasprite their simgih s impatimcs, cano burst sl as
suddenly 85 their minds desre? The reasom is that die whole mass of mater @woughoe the
whele body s be schustod: saly when e whole fane has been acheated cn il espond
Witk eerEY 0 e capemess of e mind. S0 yow o see that e minal movemen s
prestuced by the mind: i ovigmates fom the s ol maental [270] will, and s (e dilTossd
dhrzagh every pan of the bady.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1037-on-terminology-in-discussing-free-will/?postID=3728#post3728



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1037-on-terminology-in-discussing-free-will/?postID=3728#post3728

