
Episode 299 - TD27 - Was Epicurus Right That There
Are Only Two Feelings - Pleasure And Pain?
Post by “Cassius” of September 17, 2025 at 2:13 PM

Quote from Don

The fact - yes, fact - is that if you are alive, you're feeling something positive or
negative. There is no "middle ground" and no "neutral" feeling. "Meh, I'm okay" is still
positive, albeit at a low level of intensity.

Maybe what I am saying is so obvious that it doesn't need to be said.

I'm looking for "what would Epicurus have said himself if he had been present with Cicero or
Plutarch and been allowed to speak further beyond what Torquatus was allowed to say, or
beyond what Cicero or Plutarch quoted of him.

When Cicero/Plutarch said "everyone knows that there is a state between pain and pleasure
where we aren't feeling much of anything," and "everyone knows that absence of pain is
certainly not the height of pleasure," what's the first thing out of Epicurus' mouth?

Would it start with "It depends on how you look at it"?

Would such a start be obvious, or controversial?
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