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Cassius  Joshua I enjoyed your presentation of Episode 298 today. And having listened to the
arguments of Cicero as he presents his disputes with Epicurus, I’ve frequently wondered why he
wrote as he did. One foundation of good writing that I learned over time is that as a writer, you
must know your audience. You shape your premise and your theme based on the audience who
will read the work. So, to whom was Cicero writing? I take it he was not orating. What did he
want to accomplish?

As I understand the timing, Epicureanism had been flourishing in pre-Christian times, even
before the time of Julius Caesar and Cicero. And I understand that the pagan religions (and
other schools of philosophy?) were trying to override Epicureanism as competition. Is this
correct that they were religious or philosophical schools, or both?

So, who was Cicero trying to convert to his Platonic belief that eternal virtues are the highest
good?

Was he succeeding in his goal? And is that the reason he kept at it, sensing that he was winning
the game?
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