Article On Issues As to The Existence of Life: Yates -
"Fantasizing About The Origin Of Life"

Post by “Cassius” of September 8, 2025 at 7:15 PM

Quote

Quote But this says nothing about the origins of such life, either here or elsewhere. The
salient question: is it physically or chemically possible for living, self-replicating
organisms with internal metabolic processes to come about through entirely
naturalistic processes unaided by intelligence? The evidence seems to say,
resoundingly, No.

Quote from Joshua

The evidence is inconclusive. To say that the evidence is inconclusive is not at all the
same as saying that the evidence suggests (resoundingly or otherwise) that
abiogenesis is impossible.

My slight twist on Joshua's point would be to differ on whether the evidence is inconclusive. |
think Epicurus would likely say that the evidence IS conclusive.

We do see the existence of living self-replicating organizes with internal metabolic processes in
existence, and the examples include us as human beings.

We (Epicurus) also holds that the eternality of the universe as (1) uncreated by an intelligence
force, and (2) infinite in extent, to be rendering impossible that there is an intelligent force
before or over or outside the universe. Our observations and the logic supporting these
conclusions are "conclusive evidence" in the only real meaning that that term can have.

There are no gods or supernatural forces or higher realms to overrule these conclusions, and
absolutely no reason to believe that any "new evidence" will be discovered to overturn that
conclusion. Speculation without evidence is not admissible in most court, nor should it be
admissible in a rational discussion of these issues.

And if someone wants to appeal to irrationality, then that's why there are wars and all sorts of
lesser levels of expressing disagreement. But while wars and the like do exist, if you're going to
approach life as an Epicurean, you aren't going to be considering irrational and groundless
speculation about important issues.

So | would not admit that the existence of life without the supervision of intelligent design is an
open or undetermined question or that the evidence is inconclusive. We have all the evidence
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we need to conclude firmly that life is a product of natural processes and did not originate from
a supernatural intelligence. And we have absolutely no evidence on which to base a supposition
that the gods of the supernaturalists or the platonists or anyone else are going to appear
tomorrow or at any time in the future.
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