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Thanks for that post Raphael!

My first comment is to think about how someone outside our Epicurean analysis community
might react to reading that.

I can imagine an outsider saying: "You mean to tell me he needs to write an essay to explain
that the pleasure of artwork is different from the pleasure of eating, and that the pleasures of a
great physicist have more impact on wider human affairs than a lion eating lamb? What's up
with those guys that they have to write walls of text to say what everyone already
understands?"

That's of course not to be critical of the post, but to say that there are issues going on behind
the fact that we are having this discussion that need to be made front and center.

My outsider might say to me: "Is someone arguing that here is no difference between creating
art or exploring physics and eating a steak? is someone arguing that a lion eating a lamb has
the same impact on world affairs as a discovery in nuclear fusion? No one i know thinks that
way, certainly Epicurus doesn't either, does he?"

And I would say to my outsider that therein hangs the tale. Epicurus doesn't say that the
pleasures of eating and the pleasures of art and discovery are the same, or that one doesn't
have more impact on world affairs or produce a greater impact on us individually.

And my outsider would say, "Then what is the problem?"
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