Comparing The Pleasure of A Great Physicist Making
A Discovery To The Pleasure of A Lion Eating A Lamb
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"Prejudice apart, the game of push-pin is of equal value with the arts and sciences of music and
poetry. If the game of push-pin furnish more pleasure, it is more valuable than either."

This quote is found in Book Ill, Chapter | of The Rationale of Reward.

Quote from NewWorldEncyclopedia
Bentham's hedonism

Jeremy Bentham

Bentham believed any particular pleasure or pain had a determinate value, which could
be measured and compared. He attempted to construct a scale of comparison and
measurement of pain and pleasure. He called this scale the felicific calculus. He
claimed that the value of a pleasure was to be determined by such factors as its
duration and its intensity. Bentham’s hedonism may be labeled quantitative hedonism,
since all pleasures and pains appear on the same scale, being measured according to
the same set of criteria (such as duration and intensity).
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This assumption—all pleasures and pains can, in principle, be subjected to the same
such measurement—entails that all pleasures are ultimately of the same sort, and that
no pleasure is by its very nature superior to any other. Bentham argues, "The utility of
all these arts and sciences, ...the value which they possess, is exactly in proportion to
the pleasure they yield. Every other species of preeminence which may be attempted
to be established among them is altogether fanciful. Prejudice apart, the game of push-
pin is of equal value with the arts and sciences of music and poetry. If the game of
push-pin furnish more pleasure, it is more valuable than either."l2] Bentham'’s
assumption that all pleasures and pains can, in principle, be subjected to such
measurement entails that "push-pin may be better than as poetry." Pushpin was a
simple child’s game played at the time, perhaps comparable to tiddlywinks. It all
depends on the amount of pleasure one actually gains from the activity.
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