
Episode 295 - Plutarch's Absurd Interpretation of
Epicurean Absence of Pain
Post by “Cassius” of August 28, 2025 at 12:40 PM

Quote from Rolf

Would you say then Cassius that “the absence of pain being the limit of pleasure” is not
something I have to hold in my everyday mind as something practical? It’s more just
something for use in philosophical reasoning and debate

I think that having a mental image of the most desirable state is highly practical and even
essential and is similar to projecting this as a "godlike life." For that reason I would say that it
needs to be held in mind In the same way Epicurus tells Herodotus to keep an outline in mind
and to be able to flip back and forth from high level to detail at a moments notice.

And I would also say that the expansive definition of pleasure to include appreciation of all
nonpainful life, particularly mental appreciation of the benefits of a true philosophy, is also a
daily or even hourly thing.

This isn't just for times of debate.
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