VS63 - "Frugality Too Has A Limit..."
Post by “Bryan” of August 27, 2025 at 10:45 PM
As my post above on | Aentdétng shows, "subtlety" is a word used by Epicurus in discussing

physics -- but not (except for this example of the manuscript's version of VS 63) when
discussing morals.

Among the examples, this quote below must be the best, because Epicurus stacks near
synonyms, and in doing better shows us what he thought of the word:

"...It has the force to eject air, [while] carrying [the air] over - and It is evident that this same
Force also exists even in the films: for if only a hard Object had the force to produce ejections —
but a Film did not [have the force to produce ejections] - then only hard Objects would have the
force to be quickly carried in the ejecting way — but the films would not [have the force to be
quickly carried], at least [not] in the ejecting [way]l: however, in what is completely
encompassed around immediately from the ready void, through the settlements into
narrowness, subtlety, and minuteness...... "

[Epicurus, On Nature, Book 2, P.Herc. 993 col. 10 (column 111inf) | P.Herc. 1149 col. 5 (column
112sup)] n..[&é]pa EEW[BET]v [Buva]Tov nepatol, ealv]epov W Kal Tolc €l6wAolg Lmépyxel Kal [a]bTn A
SOVapLG: €l uEV yap TO oTEPEUVIOV Hovov ABOVATO TaG | €EWoelg Toteio]Bat, TO &' eldwAo[v uAl, AV &v Kot
TOV £[E]WoTkOV TROTOY TA OTEPEUVLA HOVOV TaxEwe d0vacBal eépea[Blal, [Tla 6¢ e(bwAa pr, katd ye TOV

€EWaT[LIKS[V], ka[T]ld pévTtol TO mepLAapuBavidpevov evBL[G €E] £T[o]{nouv kevod Sl T[] ovvllAoELg TAG elic

otlevétnta Kol Aent[éltnTa Kol pifkplétnltla "

We could draw a line from "subtlety" to "simple living" if it was otherwise established, but | do
not see that it is.

The closest | have is in The Double Indictment (section 2) Lucian has Zeus complain "l myself
have to do any number of tasks that are almost impossible to carry out on account of their
subtlety (0md AemtdtnTog)" -- which may be enough to draw it all together and preserve the
manuscripts reading.
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