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Post by “Cassius” of August 27, 2025 at 6:47 PM

Quote from Pacatus

that they actually knew things by faith

I guess that's really the question of what we're talking about. Having confidence in something
(the existence of atoms; life on other worlds, for examples) is pretty close to "knowing
something by faith" depending on the precise meaning of those words.

Your confidence in your conclusion comes from your confidence in the analysis steps along the
way even in the absence of "direct" observation, so I can see "knowing something by faith" to
possibly be a correct use of those words, depending on the meaning of "faith." It all comes
down to your starting point on what you accept as the facts on which to base the confident
expectation.
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