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And even more directly DeWitt concludes his section "Pleasure Can Be Continuous" of Chapter
12 this way:

Quote

Even at the present day the same objection is raised. For instance, a modern Platonist,
ill informed on the true intent of Epicurus, has this to say: "What, in a word, is to be
said of a philosophy that begins by regarding pleasure as the only positive good and
ends by emptying pleasure of all positive content?" [P. E. More, Hellenistic Philosophies
(Princeton University Press, 1923), page 20.] This ignores the fact that this was but one
of the definitions of pleasure offered by Epicurus, that he recognized kinetic as well as
static pleasures. It ignores also the fact that Epicurus took personal pleasure in public
festivals and encouraged his disciples to attend them and that regular banquets were a
part of the ritual of the sect. Neither does it take account of the fact that in the
judgment of Epicurus those who feel the least need of luxury enjoy it most and that
intervals of abstinence enhance the enjoyment of luxury.[Diogenes Laertius, 10.131]
Thus the Platonic objector puts upon himself the necessity of denying that the
moderation of the rest of the year furnishes additional zest to the enjoyment of the
Christmas dinner; he has failed to become aware of the Epicurean zeal for "condensing
pleasure."
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